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What Does Jesus Say About the Law? 
 
Salt was a lot more important in that time because 
they didn’t have refrigeration. 
 
Salt stopped the spread of corruption. 
 
As salt, you stop the corruption that is going on in 
your very presence. 
 
Salt was valuable in the Old Testament because 
many times they were paid in salt. 
 
You stay salty salt by staying in the Word of God. 
 
What is a true disciple like? You and I reflect Jesus’ 
light and that light dispels the darkness in the world. 
 
Grace is power to live righteously. 
 
You’re valuable to the kingdom of God because of 
the words you speak and of the lifestyle you live. 
We teach others by example and our words. 
 
Wherever you are is your mission field. 
 
You fulfill the Law because when you become a 
child of God you get the Spirit of God. 
 
When God put His Spirit in you He gave you the 
power to live righteously. 
 
Your greatness in the kingdom of Heaven depends 
on the fact that you walk according to the Law of 
God. 
 
The Pharisees added 365 negative things to the 
Law and 250 positive things to the Law. They lived 
externally, not internally, not according to the heart. 
 
 
You know, my friend, sometimes we think, “I am 
just living an ordinary life. Everything is mundane. 
I’m not making an impact. My life is not counting.” 
And yet you do not realize the impact that you are 
making if you are a child of God.  
 
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus, after giving the 
blessings, the blessings for those that have the 
character that belongs to every child of God, He 
then tells about the conflict that is going to come. 
The conflict because we’re in a world that we are so 
different from. We’re in a world that is in darkness. 
And we’re now in light.  
 

We’re a people that are walking in righteousness. 
And the world is walking in unrighteousness. And 
it’s no wonder that they don’t love us. It’s no wonder 
that they don’t care for us. It’s no wonder that they 
despise us. And more and more and more as we 
mature, more and more as we become even more 
merciful, even pure in heart, even more 
compassionate, more meek, more humble, then the 
dichotomy between us and the world is so very, 
very clear. 
 
And so, obviously there is going to be a conflict; 
obviously they’re going to persecute us; obviously 
they’re going to insult us; obviously they’re going to 
say all manner of evil against us for His name’s 
sake. 
 
Matt 5:11 
11  "Blessed are you when men cast insults at 
you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely, on account of Me. NASB 
 
Because we’ve taken away their cloak, their 
covering for sin because we’re living righteously. 
And so, He turns to them and this is what He says. 
Let me read it to you. Listen to these words as I 
stand here on the very mount where they believe 
Jesus spoke this wonderful, wonderful teaching to 
His disciples. He says in verse 13: 
 
Matt 5:13-14 [reads] 
13  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
has become tasteless, how will it be made salty 
again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be 
thrown out and trampled under foot by men.  
14  "You are the light of the world. . . . NASB 
 
Do you see what He is saying? You are not “you 
shall be,” or not “you should be,” but you “are light, 
you are salt.” This is what you are. He says: 
 
Matt 5:14-15 [reads] 
14  "You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. [You are a city that is set on a 
hill, so to speak. He says] 
15  "Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the 
peck-measure, but on the lampstand; and it gives 
light to all who are in the house. NASB 
 
Do you know what you are? You’re a light that God 
has lit. You are a candle that God has set on fire. 
You are there to dispel darkness. He says: 
 
Matt 5:16 [reads] 
16  "Let your light shine before men in such a 
way that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven. NASB 
 
Do you realize, beloved, that every time you live as 
salty salt, every time, beloved, you walk as light, 
walking as Jesus walked, that you are lighting up 
the world and you are acting as a preservative? 
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Let’s just stop and think about salt for a minute. Let 
me tell you about salt in the times of Christ, 
because salt was a lot more important in that time 
because they didn’t have refrigeration. So when you 
think of Jesus calling you the salt of the earth, just 
know this: He’s saying that you are a preservative. 
Salt was a preservative. It stopped the spread of 
corruption. 
 
In Judges, when Abimelech takes the city, then he 
razes it with salt. He would take salt and he would 
put it over the city. And he put it over the city 
because nothing would ever grow there again. It 
would become infertile. 
 
Judg 9:45 
45  And Abimelech fought against the city all that 
day, and he captured the city and killed the people 
who were in it; then he razed the city and sowed it 
with salt. NASB 
 
Now listen, have you ever walked up to a group that 
were talking and maybe telling dirty jokes, or they 
were swearing, or they were, you know, talking 
about their escapades in bed, and all of a sudden 
this conversation changed just immediately? Or 
there was a silence? Maybe you were offended. But 
you shouldn’t have been offended. You ought to 
really, in a sense, stand there and click your heels; 
say in your heart, “Praise God because salt just 
arrived!” 
 
And when salt arrives, when salt is there it’s like 
raising the bar, and nothing infertile, nothing that is 
of sin then is comfortable or able to grow in your 
presence. Why? Because you stop the corruption 
that is going on in your very presence.  
 
You know, I’ve been in places, and I’ve been with 
friends of mine, and all of a sudden they were going 
to swear, and it started to come out of their mouth, 
or half of it got out of their mouth, and they looked 
at me and they said, “Oh! Excuse me!” You know 
that is a sign that your life has value, that God is 
using you. You and I need to understand how 
important it is for you to be salt.  
 
Now listen, they would take the salt, they would use 
it to stop the spread of corruption. They would use 
the salt to season food. That’s why He says, “Let 
your speech be seasoned with salt.” 
 
Col 4:6 
6  Let your speech always be with grace, 
seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may 
know how you should respond to each person. 
NASB 
 
Let it have grace in it. Let it be words that are from 
Heaven as you respond to people.  

 
And what salt does, it makes things palatable. In 
other words, have you ever made oatmeal without 
salt? You forgot to put it in and you go to put it in 
your mouth and you go, “Whew!” You know why? 
The salt is missing. And because the salt is missing 
than it’s not palatable.  
 
And so, what you need to do and I need to do is we 
need to realize that it’s important for us to 
remember that we are salt and to stay salty. 
 
What happens when salt is no longer good for 
anything? They used to say, “Hey! You’re worth 
your weight in salt, or you’re worth your salt.” That’s 
because in the Old Testament, many times they 
were paid in salt because it was so valuable.  
 
Well, when salt has lost its savor, this is what they 
do with it: they just simply take it and they put it 
down and they use it as a path to walk on. 
 
Now, it wasn’t the fine crystals that we have today, 
so fine that you can hardly see them. But salt was 
in hunks then. And so when the salt had totally 
become tasteless, when there was no salt left in 
that rock, then it was good for nothing but to be 
thrown down and trampled under foot of men. 
 
And listen to me: You are salt. But you need to 
watch yourself that you stay salty salt. And you stay 
salty salt by staying in the Word of God. You stay 
salty salt, so you stay in the Word of God so that 
you realize how you’re to live and you’re reminded 
that you’re not to walk as the Gentiles walk. That 
you’re not to talk as the Gentiles, or as the world 
talks. That you’re to live life on a higher plain. 
 
But, precious one, when you live life on a higher 
plain, then, man, you’re doing your job. You’re 
being everything that God wanted you to be. But if 
you don’t stay in the Word and have that constant 
reminder of the fact that you’re not of this earth, that 
you’re not of this kingdom, that you belong to 
another kingdom, that you belong, that your 
citizenship, as Philippians 3 says, is in heaven, 
once also you wait for a Savior who delivers us 
from the wrath to come. 
 
Phil 3:20 
20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; NASB 
 
1 Thess 1:10 
10  and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who delivers 
us from the wrath to come. NASB 
 
When you forget that stuff, when you get away from 
the Word, when you get too busy, then you forget 
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how salty you are to become, or you are to be. 
Jesus said that when salt has lost its savor, it’s 
good for nothing except to be cast out and trodden 
under foot of men. 
 
Matt 5:13 
13  "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
has become tasteless, how will it be made salty 
again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be 
thrown out and trampled under foot by men. NASB 
 
When you do not walk in the righteousness that 
God has enabled you to walk in then really, in a 
sense, your life doesn’t have the impact, the affect 
that it should have. And really, what happens is 
people turn around and they just walk all over you. 
 
In a sense, you are despised and you’re despised, 
listen, because you’re not what you were meant to 
be. Because you’re not all that you ought to be.  
 
You see, the world has high expectations for the 
child of God. Just remember that. They don’t expect 
you to act like they act. They expect you to live on a 
higher plain. And so you need to remember that. 
 
Now, He says, “You are the salt of the earth.” And 
then He said, “You are the light of the world.” You 
and I need to remember that Jesus is the true light 
that lights every man that comes into the world. He 
gives every man a sense of God-consciousness. 
But every man doesn’t respond to that.  
 
But when you and I respond to the light of the truth 
of God that He puts in creation and that He puts 
within and we believe in Jesus Christ, then we 
become disciples of Jesus Christ and that’s what 
the Sermon on the Mount is all about.  
 
What is a true disciple like? What is a true follower 
of Jesus Christ like? Well, if Jesus is the light and 
He’s the light of the world, than you and I walk in 
His light and you and I reflect His light. And that 
light then dispels the darkness in the world. This is 
why once Jesus Christ comes and takes the church 
out of this world, the darkness is going to be so 
absolutely incredible. Because you see, we’re the 
ones that are a deterrent to evil, to unbounded evil. 
 
So, look about you. Look at where you live; look at 
your neighborhood; look at your church; look at 
your community; look at the schools where your 
children go to school. And look at yourself. What is 
happening because you are in that neighborhood, 
because you are in that community, because you 
work where you work? What is happening? Are 
they seeing light? They’re supposed to because 
you are the light of the world. And he that walks 
after Jesus, he that follows after Jesus, will not walk 
in darkness. 
 

Now, as Jesus says all of this, then He turns to 
them and He says: 
 
Matt 5:17 [reads] 
17  "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to 
fulfill. NASB 
 
You and I need to understand this, because so 
often, people will say, “Hey! I’m not under the Law 
anymore. I believed in Jesus Christ. I’m under 
grace.” And that person’s under grace. And so what 
happens is we give grace to people in the wrong 
way. We give a false grace because grace is never 
license to sin. Grace is power to live righteously. 
 
So, what Jesus wants them to understand is, 
“Listen, I’m here. Yes, I’m the Messenger of the 
New Covenant. My message is repent because the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
 
Matt 4:17 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach and 
say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand."  NASB 
 
“My message is that your sins can be forgiven. My 
message is that I am, you’re not any longer going to 
have the Law written on tables of stone. 
 
Heb 8:10-12 
10  "For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel After those days, says the Lord: 
I will put My laws into their minds, And I will write 
them upon their hearts. And I will be their God, And 
they shall be My people.  
11  "And they shall not teach everyone his fellow 
citizen, And everyone his brother, saying, 'Know the 
Lord,' For all shall know Me, From the least to the 
greatest of them.  
12  "For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And I 
will remember their sins no more." NASB 
 
“But now the Law is going to be written on your 
heart.” But that’s where the Law will be written. 
 
So, Jesus said, “Yes, I’m here. But I didn’t come to 
abolish the Law; I didn’t come to abolish the 
prophets. I’m the fulfillment of the Law. I’m the 
fulfillment of the Law because I live according to the 
Law. I live in the power of God’s Spirit whom God 
had placed upon God’s Son, so that Jesus, as the 
God-man, might live an exemplary life before us so 
that we might become, as Paul says, ‘become an 
imitator of me even as I am of Jesus Christ.’” 
 
1 Cor 11:1 
1  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 
NASB 
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So, Jesus Christ came to fulfill the Law. And He did 
that because He lived righteously. He always and 
only did those things that pleased the Father. 
 
John 5:19 
19  Jesus therefore answered and was saying to 
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees 
the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, 
these things the Son also does in like manner. 
NASB 
 
But He also fulfilled the prophets because He was 
a, He was the manifestation of the fulfillment of the 
prophecies that He had been given regarding the 
Messiah. 
 
And Jesus goes on to say He wants us to 
understand that the Law is important. That those 
commandments are important. They may want to 
take them out of the courtrooms and they may want 
to take them out of city places, but listen, God says 
that the Law will not be altered and the Law will not 
be changed. The Law will abide. 
 
Listen to what He says. He says: 
 
Matt 5:18 [reads] 
18  "For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall 
pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished. 
NASB 
 
Until everything about the Word of God is 
accomplished not one jot, not one tittle, not one 
yod, not one kerea, not those little things above the 
Hebrew characters will ever be changed until all is 
accomplished. He goes on to say: 
 
Matt 5:19 [reads] 
19  "Whoever then annuls one of the least of 
these commandments, and so teaches others, shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 
whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. NASB 
 
Do you realize the significance of your life? Do you 
realize how valuable you are to the kingdom of 
God? You’re valuable because of the words that 
you speak and you’re valuable because of the 
lifestyle that you live. And when you live in respect 
of the commandments of God: Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all the heart, with all thy soul, with 
all thy mind, with all thy strength. 
 
Deut 6:5 
5  "And you shall love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. NASB 
 

You shall have no other idols before Him. You 
shall keep the Sabbath holy; you shall have a day 
of rest. You shall honor your father and mother. You 
shall not murder; you shall not lie; you shall not 
steal; you shall not bear false witness. All the 
commandments that God gives there: You shall not 
covet. 
 
Ex 20:3-17 
3  "You shall have no other gods before Me.  
4  "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or 
any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the 
earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  
5  You shall not worship them or serve them; for 
I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the 
third and the fourth generations of those who hate 
Me,  
6  but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My commandments.  
7  "You shall not take the name of the LORD 
your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him 
unpunished who takes His name in vain.  
8  "Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
9  Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  
10  but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD 
your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or 
your son or your daughter, your male or your 
female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who 
stays with you.  
11  For in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD 
blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.  
12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your 
days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD 
your God gives you.  
13  "You shall not murder.  
14  "You shall not commit adultery.  
15  "You shall not steal.  
16  "You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.  
17  "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male 
servant or his female servant or his ox or his 
donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor." 
NASB 
 
When you and I live this way, then what we’re doing 
is we’re teaching others; we’re teaching others by 
our example and we should also be teaching others 
by our lips, by our words. 
 
Do you know people that are living in adultery? You 
know the commandment. You know what God says: 
Thou shall not commit adultery. 
 
So, what do you do? You let that be known. You let 
it be known in love. You let it be known in kindness. 
You let it be known in gentleness and that 
meekness of character and that humility of 
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character that He talks about that belongs to the 
child of God. 
 
But you also let it be known in mercy. Why? 
Because those that commit adultery will be judged 
by God.  
 
So, what you and I need to see and understand is 
that wherever you are, wherever your two feet are, 
that is your mission field. You are standing there as 
those that are poor in spirit, those that have 
mourned for sin, those that are meek, those that are 
merciful, those that are pure in heart, those that are 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness. All the 
beatitudes that we saw here. All these 
characteristics that bring the beatitudes, that bring 
the blessings of God. You’re that! You’re that! 
You’re salt! You’re light!  
 
Now, you are here as a fulfillment of the Law. You 
say, “But how? How can I ever fulfill the Law?” Well, 
you fulfill the Law because when you become a 
child of God you get the Spirit of God. 
 
I want you to go in your Bibles to Romans chapter 
8. And in Romans chapter 8 we have a wonderful, 
wonderful promise in Romans 8, that people 
absolutely love to quote. And it’s Romans 8, verse 
1: 
 
Rom 8:1 [reads] 
1  There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. NASB 
 
In other words, listen, you will never be condemned; 
you will never see hell; you will never be judged for 
your sins. And you won’t be judged for your sins 
because Jesus was made to be sin for you and for 
me. Because Jesus paid for our sins in full. But 
listen to what he says: 
Rom 8:1-2 [reads] 
1  There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.  
2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has set you free from the law [or the principle] of sin 
and of death. NASB 
 
So, there’s no condemnation because not only has 
Jesus paid for your sins but Jesus has given you 
the Spirit, and the Sprit has given you the power, 
the power to live righteously. The power to live not 
in sin and to live not in that which leads to death. 
He says: 
 
Rom 8:3 [reads] 
3  For what the Law could not do, weak as it 
was through the flesh, God did: sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering 
for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, NASB 
 

In other words, this is what God did: When God 
put His Spirit within you, He gave you the ability, the 
power to live righteously. How righteously? Well, 
Matthew chapter 5 verse 20, says: 
 
Matt 5:20 [reads] 
20  ". . . unless your righteousness surpasses 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  NASB 
 
That’s how righteously. Because you can live 
righteously because the Righteous One is in you in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. So he says: 
 
Rom 8:4 [reads] 
4  in order that the requirement of the Law . . . 
NASB 
 
So, the Law’s not abolished, but in order that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us who 
do not walk according to the flesh, but according to 
the Spirit. 
 
Now, you see, if God’s Spirit is in you, you are 
walking habitually according to the Spirit. Oh, yes, 
you may sin from time to time, but sin is not going 
to be the continual habit of your life. Why? Because 
you’re the light of the world. Because you’re the salt 
of the earth. Because you have hungered and thirst 
for righteousness. Because you have received the 
kingdom of Heaven. And when you have received 
the kingdom of Heaven, then the King moves inside 
and the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit take 
up their abode in you. This is what Jesus taught in 
John chapter 14, in John chapter 15, and in John 
chapter 16. 
 
All right. So, he goes on to say: 
 
Rom 8:5 [reads] 
5  For those who are according to the flesh . . . 
NASB 
 
Now, he’s talking about a contrast between those 
that are lost and those that are saved, those that 
are not Christians and those that are genuine 
Christians: not professing Christians but genuine 
Christians. And he says: 
 
Rom 8:5-6 [reads] 
5  For those who are according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  
6  For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the 
mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, NASB 
 
Now, let’s go back to Matthew chapter 5, because 
we have some important things yet to cover in this 
session today. 
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So, he goes on to tell this. And I just want to make 
sure that you understand this, that your greatness 
in the kingdom of Heaven depends on the fact that 
you walk according to the Law of God. That you 
fulfill the righteousness of the Law. And you know 
now how you do that. You don’t do it in your own 
strength. You can not do it in your own strength. 
You can only do it by walking by the power of the 
Spirit. 
 
In Galatians 5:16, it says: If we walk by the Spirit we 
will not fulfill the desires of the flesh. So, you live by 
the Spirit. You’ve got eternal life by the Spirit. You 
were poor in spirit. You acknowledge that God gave 
you His Spirit. The kingdom of Heaven becomes 
yours and now you live according to that. 
 
Gal 5:16 
16  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
carry out the desire of the flesh. NASB 
 
So, what does He go on to say? He says: I want 
you to know 
 
Matt 5:20 [reads] 
20  ". . . that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  NASB 
 
Now, you look at people that profess Christ and 
they’re not living close to being salty salt or light in 
the midst of this darkness. You can know this: that 
they don’t know God. They don’t know God. Their 
righteousness is not exceeding the righteousness of 
the scribes and the Pharisees. 
 
Now listen, what was the righteousness of the 
scribes and the Pharisees? The righteousness of 
the scribes and the Pharisees was their, in a sense, 
their exemplary living in respect to the Law. They 
tried to keep the Law. As a matter of fact, they were 
so zealous for keeping the letter of the Law that 
what they did was they added prohibitions and 
positive things to that Law. 
 
Dwight Pentecost says in his book that they added 
365 negative things: don’t do this, don’t do this, to 
make sure that they would not break the Law. And 
they added 250 positive things: do this, do this, to 
make sure that they kept the letter of the Law.  
 
So, when He says: Unless your righteousness 
exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and the 
Pharisees, just understand this: He’s talking about 
you living in respect to the Law and you living an 
exemplary life. 
 
Will you say than: how does my righteousness 
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees? Because listen, they were only living it 
externally, but not internally. It was just to them, it 

was a mind of practice without a mind of being, 
without their heart.  
 
And so, He goes and He begins a discourse: You 
have heard that is was said, but I say to you.  
 
He says: 
 
Matt 5:21-22 [reads] 
21  "You have heard that the ancients were told, 
'You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever 
commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  
22  "But I say to you that everyone who is angry 
with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and 
whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' [fool!] shall 
be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever 
shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go 
into the fiery hell. NASB 
 
When I said, “Raca,” I should have said, “Worthless 
one, you’re worth nothing!” 
 
So, if you look at someone and you’re angry and 
you hate them in your heart, if you look at them and 
you say, “You are worthless. You have no value.” If 
you look at someone and you say, “You are just a 
fool.” He says, “Listen, you have missed what 
righteousness is all about. It’s not just the letter. It is 
a matter of the heart.” 
 
We’ll talk about it next week in detail. 
 
 
No prayer at end. 


